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Ballot: Ranked ballots, public campaign financing among key issues
financing, and Amendment 5, which
would implement ranked-choice voting
to get rid of plurality winners in favor of
those with support from amajority of
constituents.
Advocates of public financing proposed

a statewide system that would use tax-
payer money instead of private donations
to fund campaigns for executive offices,
but a bill on the issue died in committee
during the recent legislative session.
“Where the Legislature failed, Santa Fe

voters can succeed at the municipal level,”
said Steve Allen, president of Common
Cause NewMexico.
Providing voluntary public funds takes

moneyed interests out of politics, Allen
said at City Hall. “American democracy is
in trouble, I think all of us agree, and a big
part of the problem is simply the amount
of private-interest money flowing into our
elections,” he said.
While the proposal does not spell out

the kind of system the city would imple-
ment, it says the City Council will adopt
an ordinance within two years of the elec-
tion “which would provide a meaningful
public financing of elections.”
Jim Harrington, chairman of the citizen

commission, said such a system could cost
up to $165,000 per year based on previous
campaign spending.
City Councilor Matthew Ortiz intro-

duced an ordinance in 2003 that would
have established public campaign financ-
ing, but it did not gain approval.
Other public-financing systems are

already in place, including in the city of

Albuquerque and the state Public Regula-
tion Commission.
Some in the community have expressed

doubt about whether such a system is a
good use of taxpayer money. City Coun-
cilor Ron Trujillo and activist Donado
“Cove” Coviello have both spoken out
against the idea.
Mayor David Coss said he hopes the

March election has better turnout than
predicted. In previous years, with little
competition in citywide races, fewer than
30 percent of voters have cast ballots.
“We have a reputation as being civically

involved, but you could never prove that
by our local election turnout,” he said,
noting that establishing public financing
and ranked-choice voting would put Santa
Fe “at the front of the country.”
VotingMatters, a nonprofit ranked-

choice voting advocate, is pushing for the

system as a way to increase turnout. The
voting systems are already in place in San
Francisco and other larger jurisdictions,
said Rick Lass, the group’s treasurer.
Such a systemwould allow a voter to

choose a first and second choice candi-
date. If one candidate does not receive a
majority of votes, ballots can be recounted
based on the voters’ No. 2 choice.
The candidate with the fewest votes

would be eliminated, and votes would
be retallied by counting a vote from each
ballot for the highest-ranked candidate
who has not been eliminated. The system
maintains one vote per person but allows
candidates to enjoy support of more con-
stituents, according to Lass.
The City Council added what Coun-

cilor Chris Calvert called “sort of a weasel
clause” to the amendment, which calls for
ranked choice voting in 2010 or “as soon
thereafter when equipment and software
for tabulating the votes ... (is) available at a
reasonable price.”
Clay Shentrup, a California-based “elec-

tion methods enthusiast” with the Center
for Range Voting, said he opposes such
systems because they are “conducive to
the adoption of fraud-susceptible elec-
tronic voting machines.”
Shentrup told a reporter last year that

he planned to conduct an education cam-
paign about misunderstandings related to
ranked-choice voting, also called “instant
run off” voting in Santa Fe, but was not
available for comment Monday night.

Contact Julie AnnGrimm at 986-3017
or jgrimm@sfnewmexican.com.
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The Charter Review Com-
mission was appointed in 2005
under a law that calls for review
of Santa Fe’s city charter at
least every 10 years. Among its
recommendations — approved
by the City Council for a city-
wide vote during the Municipal
Election — are the following
changes:
Amendments 1, 2 and 3,

Referendum, Initiative and
Recall: To extend the time
period for collection petitions
from 60 to 90 days and reduc-
ing the number of petitions from
20 percent of registered voters
to a third of the number of those
voting in the last municipal
election. The effect of the these
changes would be to reduce the
number of signatures required
by about 50 percent.
Amendment 4, Public

Financing of Campaigns: To
require the City Council in two
years to adopt a system which
would “provide meaningful pub-
lic financing of election
campaigns for all municipal

elected officials.”
Amendment 5, Ranked

Choice Voting: Beginning with
the 2010 municipal election,
the voting system would allow
voters to rank in order of their
preference the candidates for
each office. If no one candidate
receives a majority of votes, the
candidate with the fewest votes
would be eliminated and votes
retallied by counting a vote
from each ballot for the highest-
ranked candidate who has not
been eliminated.
Amendment 6, Powers

and Duties of the Mayor:
Change the voting power of the
mayor to allow a vote when his
or her vote would provide the
necessary number of votes for a
measure to pass, a change from
current rules that only allow
the mayor to vote in the case of
a tie.
Amendment 7, Municipal

Judge: Require all municipal
judge candidates to be lawyers
and have a membership with the
NewMexico state bar.

CHARTER CHANGES

u Absentee in-person voting
has begun at the City Clerk’s
office in City Hall, 102 Lincoln
Ave. It continues Monday
through Friday, from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m., through Feb. 29.

u Applications for mailed ballots

are available.
u Voter registration for the elec-
tion closed Feb. 5.
u Polling places will be open
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. March 4.
u For more information, call the
clerk’s office at 955-6521.

MUNICIPAL ELECTION INFORMATION

In previous years,
with little competition
in citywide races,

fewer than 30 percent
of voters have cast
ballots. Mayor David
Coss hopes theMarch
election has better

turnout than predicted.


